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imperial   ambassador  began  by   saying   that  the
King of France had made a determined bid to
marry his second son, Orleans, with the Infanta
of  Portugal.   This was  a   shock  to   Henry,  and
he changed colour; for one of his own trump cards
was the sham negotiation in which Norfolk had
been the tool, to marry the Princess Mary to Orleans.
For a time he could only sputter and exclaim;
but when he had collected his senses he countered
by  saying  that  Francis  only  wished to get the
Infanta into his power, not for marriage, " but for
objects of greater consequence than people imagined.**
Besides, the French wanted the Princess Mary for
Orleans,   and  were  anxious  to  send  an  embassy
to him about it: indeed, the French ambassador
was coming to see him about it with fresh powers
next  day,    Chapuys protested that he  spoke  as
one devoted to Henry's service; but he was sure
the French did not mean business.   They would
never let Orleans marry a Princess of illegitimate
birth.    " Ah!" replied Henry, " but though she may
be a bastard, I have power from Parliament to
appoint her my successor if I like;" but Chapuys
gave several other reasons why the match with
Mary would never suit the French.    "Why/* cried
Henry, " Francis is even now soliciting an interview
with me with a view to alliances/*    " Yes, I know
they say that/' replied the ambassador, " but at the
same  time  Francis  has   sent   an   ambassador  to
Scotland, with orders not to touch at an English
port/'    This was a sore point with Henry; and he
again winced at the blow.
Then  he  began  to  boast.   He  was  prepared
to face any one, and  James  of  Scotland was  in